RED ROUTES: HIGH CASUALTY ROADS
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WORKING TOGETHER TO REDUCE CASUALTIES



WHAT ARE RED ROUTES?

Red Routes are roads with a high
number of crashes resulting in a R E D R O T E
fatality or serious injury. U

What are the issues along the A37?

= Road users failing to adjust their driving behaviour in
anticipation of any approaching hazards. i.e. vehicle
puling out of junction, vehicle stationary in the centre
of the carriageway, or meandering bends.

* 8 cluster site locations along the route, where
accident levels higher than 6 casualties in the past 5
years have occurred.

< Driving at an inappropriate speed for the road
conditions and geometry.

* 5% of all the accidents have involved a vehicle
performing a “U” turn.

= High number of motorcycle accidents north of
Shepton Mallet.

What is being done to solve the problems? ENGINEERING

Working together using: Where identified, the road environment has been
altered, by the use of road signs, reflective bollards,
road markings, improved road surfacing and

* Casualty data

- Accident investigation - identifying the problems ensuring a consistent approach highlighting hazards.

* Engineering EDUCATION

* Road Safety Education Training and Publicity As driver error is a significant factor in crashes,
driver education is an essential element. A series

= Enforcement of driver awareness courses have been organised

for local road users, particularly those who
regularly use the A37. Accident statistic
information signs have been erected along the
route. A Somerset County Council information
page is currently available on Red Route
developments and can be accessed from
www.roadsafetysomerset.org.uk website.

ENFORCEMENT

Speed limits, signs and road markings are there
to help improve the safety of all road users and
communities who live along the A37. Where
drivers / riders continue to violate the rules of the
road, camera enforcement is the last resort.







